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Abou‘t three mont.hs aqo a tull ath-
letic,wan of: about 50 slmd the

| buzzer beside’ the whuﬂ-and gold

double doors ofsuite 40-H of New
York's Waldorf Astoria Tower. Wait-
img for bim insidle.,were | Henry
Crown, chiof atn(‘kh(}kler of Generl
Dynainies. Corp., dnd  four other

“members of GD’s now_legendary ev-

ecutive commitfec, :

Crown had set up the commnittee
to do somethjng about .the fantastic
tosses that General Dynamifes was
sulfering i producing, commercial
jot phmosg[Bl ‘Aug.]
months, the comnutlw

ad [w,en
P .

‘making daystowda ing deci-
sions and’ rcvhuﬂf;ftgw manage-

ment. Now it was getting around to
hn(lmp,
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Ir., chmrman aj)d c.hiof ex
.tivesofficer, who 'was totb'e‘- ‘20"
the company.

The- g
Lewis, exceutive vice-president
a(lmlmstm!mn at- Pan  Awerican

- World Airwavs and a leading candi-
“date to succeed Pace.

Here's how
Crown, still occupving the same
stite d( seribes this first meeting
with the inan who was to get the
}ub

“He sat ina chair in this room,”
Crown related,

We didn't want him to say anything

at-all, We didn't ask him if he was
“'*interest( d, cither. We wanted him to”
. check. And we wanted to eheck hims

At the tmw,, 1 knew who he was, but.

» ; . a

s

nzzer pushc“r was R()(ief
or

‘and we told him weg
wlre unmd«-rmﬁg him as presidépt.’
1

heard about it fmm Pace hmm

Roger Lewis, GD's new boss-to-be '

had never m(-t bim; and we wanted .
to be surel”
News leaks out. Crown says that

Lewis never mentioned the meeting,
ceven at Pan Amecerican where he wist

regardod as heir apparent to I'res.s
Juan T. Trippe, the founder. But the:
news . gat out—Crown savs Tri )pv
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